
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
February 14, 2017 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
February 14, 2017. 

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were:  
Robbie Robertson, President, Eron Berg, Vice President; and Al Littlefield Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  George Sidhu, Interim General Manager; Mark Handzlik, 
Interim Engineering Manager; Sally Saxton, Interim Treasurer, Peter Gilbert, Attorney; 
and Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board;  Audience:  Judy Littlefield, Diane Robertson, 
Carl VanderSar, Dale Ragan, Councilman, City of Mount Vernon, John and Jan Olsen, 
and Bill Swanson.  District Employees:  Mike Fox, Kevin Tate, Mark Semrau, Kathy 
White, Cathy Langlow. 

Commissioner Littlefield led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Robertson stated that Audience Comments has been moved to the top of 
the agenda following the Consent Agenda. 

Commissioner Littlefield moved to approve the Consent Agenda for 02/14/17: 

a. Approval of Minutes 01/24/17 and 01/31/17 
b. Approval of Voucher Nos.: 

2714 – Voucher Nos. 8414-8458 ($130,257.67) 01/31/16 
2715 – Voucher Nos. 8459-8520 and Payroll Check Nos. 17318-17393 ($1,008,221.69) 02/07/17 
2716 – Voucher Nos. 8521-8609 ($479,773.13) 02/14/17 

c. Project Acceptance 
Little Mountain Road, Glunt Waterline Extension (Mount Vernon) 
TRICO Waterline Extension (Mount Vernon) 
Trelstad Waterline Extension (Burlington) 

Commissioner Berg recused himself from approval of Voucher No. 8536, for the tax 
payment to the City of Sedro-Woolley.  Attorney Gilbert indicated he would examine the 
issue further and does not think it will be a direct conflict; however, it is safe for 
Commissioner Berg to recuse himself.  Accounts Payable Clerk Langlow indicated she 
could prepare a separate batch for just the tax payment in the future if necessary.  The 
motion passed. 

Under Audience Comments, Carl VanderSar addressed the Commission regarding his 
request for a waiver of a waterline connection charges following abandonment of service.  
Discussion ensued regarding the request, details concerning the property in question, 
District policy, setting precedent with a waiver, being encumbered by a previous owner, 
and continuing discussion with Interim Manager Sidhu. 

Interim Treasurer Saxton presented the Status of Budget for the 4th Quarter of 2016. 

Under Old Business: 

• Manager’s Report, Interim Manager Sidhu presented reports for the following: 
Administration – Work Session Schedule Update 
2/21-Special Meeting replacing Work Session 3:00 PM 
3/7-Operations and Human Resources 
3/21-Engineering 
4/4- Customer Service and Finance 

Engineering 
Working on documents for Gilligan land purchase and will send documents for 
review prior to action at either the meeting of February 28 or March 14. 
District Projects 
Spoke with property owner regarding water service to Calmor Cove, south Lake 
Samish in Whatcom County and reviewed previous Commission discussion to date 



including DOE WRIA, pipeline from Bow Hill for Judy supply and that the Alger 
Well will not support service, and wheeling water.  Discussion ensued regarding 
various aspects of service outside Skagit County, including DOE responsibility. 
District Projects: 

Crews are on track to complete work on the Alexander 6th to 11th Street, and Sterling, 
Township East project by the week’s end.  To date they have completed 100% of the 
planned installation of 4,000 lf of pipe replacement.  Remaining work includes 
asphalt patching and punch list items.  The next project for the crews will be the 
Denny Place, E Section Street to Hazel Street, Hazel Street, Denny Place to 15th 
Street, E Section Street S 13th Street to S 15th Street, Quentin Avenue, E. Section 
Street to Hazel Street and S. 19th Street E Broadway to E Section Street, E Fowler 
Street, S 14th Street to S 18th Street.  
Excavation for the Division Street tank is complete; inlet and outlet casing have been 
poured.  The PVC liner and ring drain have been installed. Foundation material is 
being installed.  The contractor is expected to start forming the foundation this week.  

The Contractor on the Chem Feed project has been installing conduit and new piping 
over the past week.  The new pump skids are expected to arrive at the end of the 
month and will be installed shortly thereafter.  

District staff has met with the Skagit Land Trust, the Environmental Bank, and Skagit 
County Parks to discuss shared property use and access for the new transmission line 
project.  It is anticipated that an interlocal agreement will be formed to formalize a 
right of entry for the District during the design process.  

Human Resources 
Staffing 
Hired a P/T Customer Service Representative, and she begins on March 6th. 

New Financial Systems Administrator began part time on February 2, and will be full 
time beginning March 13. 

Internally transferring two Construction employees (Colby Waite and Kyle Durkan) 
to the Flushing/Valving positions in Operations.  They are splitting their time now 
until we fill the 2 vacated Construction positions, and so far they are doing great.  
Will begin interviewing to fill those Construction spots next week. 

Safety 
Jeff Pudlik is doing much better and is expected to return to work possibly next week. 
They do not anticipate any permanent damage.   

IT Department: 
IT Manager Chrysler will be in Spokane next week at the Port of Whitman for 
discussion regarding fiber.  Representatives from the Port of Skagit will be in 
attendance as well. 

• Recording Meetings – Interim Manager Sidhu indicated that IT Manager Chrysler 
was out as he was not feeling well.  Discussion ensued regarding IT Manager 
Chrysler’s recommendation to Interim Manager Sidhu regarding selection of a 
platform for recording meetings if the Commission would like to proceed with audio 
recordings.  Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of meeting recording and 
the recommendation to select For the Record (FTR) Gold as the platform, including 
costs, surveying District customers, and length of contract, minutes vs. recordings, 
and whether bids are required.   

Commissioner Berg moved to authorize Interim General Manager Sidhu to proceed 
with purchase of audio recording equipment as recommended.   

Commissioner Littlefield moved to amend the motion by reducing the 3-year contract 
to 1-year.  The motion passed. 

Commissioner Berg moved to authorize Interim General Manager Sidhu to proceed 
with contract negotiations for a 1-year renewable contract and to purchase the 
recommended hardware (under $1,000).  The motion passed.  Interim Manager Sidhu 
stated he would meet with IT Manager Chrysler and go back to the vendor to see if 
they are amenable to a 1-year renewable contract. 



• Resolution No. 2242-17 – Amending Salary Range 11 for Signature was adopted 
January 24 and has been prepared for signature. 

Under New Business: 

• LUD Delinquencies – Interim Manager Sidhu stated that the Commission received a 
recommendation from Interim Treasurer Saxton requesting a motion for delinquent 
LUD foreclosure consideration.   Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of 
foreclosure.  Interim Treasurer Saxton stated that there are 25 delinquent accounts 
which are two or more installments delinquent and recommended that the 
Commission acknowledge review of the delinquent accounts and authorize legal 
counsel to move forward with the foreclosure process.  Attorney Gilbert agreed with 
the recommendation and suggested going forward with letters to delinquent properties 
which includes language regarding exclusions.  Commissioner Littlefield stated that 
the Commission acknowledges review of delinquent LUD accounts and moved to 
authorize Attorney Gilbert to proceed with the foreclosure process for delinquent 
LUDs.  The motion passed. 

• Safety Policy Statement – Interim Manager Sidhu stated that the Commission 
received a recommendation from HR Manager White that the Commission reaffirm 
the District’s commitment to safety and sign the PUD Safety Policy Statement which 
she will also sign as Safety Manager.  Commissioner Berg moved to reaffirm the 
District’s commitment to safety and approve the Safety Policy Statement.  The 
motion passed. 

Under Miscellaneous, Interim Manager Sidhu stated that the Commission has copies of a 
Letter to the Editor and two letters, one from Skagit County Commissioners regarding a 
Notice of Proposed Expansion of the Swinomish Reservation and one from the 
Swinomish Indian Tribal Community in response to the Skagit County Commissioner 
letter.  

Under Audience Comments, Commissioner Littlefield asked two audience members who 
arrived after Audience Comments if they wished to address the Commission.  John 
Olsen, 17389 Blodgett Road, asked if there had been any progress regarding the Saratoga 
Passage development with regard to water service; Attorney Gilbert replied that there are 
only a few remaining issues and his guess is that the process will proceed unencumbered 
over the next few months as the bank is actively moving on those issues. 

At this time, President Robertson recessed the regular meeting to go into executive 
session per RCW42.30.110(1)(g) for an approximate duration of 15-20 minutes.  The 
meeting was recessed at 5:58 PM. 

The executive session convened at 6:10 PM. 

President Robertson reconvened the regular meeting of the Commission at 6:52 PM. 

No audience members remained. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Littlefield moved 
for adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of February 14, 2017 was 
adjourned at 6:52 PM. 
 
 
 
   
 Robbie Robertson, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Al Littlefield, Secretary Eron Berg, Vice President 


